[Superior vena cava and right atrium thrombosis successfully treated with streptokinase].
The case of a 56 year-old male with acute lymphoid leukemia and no signs of activity for the last four months is reported. He presented with superior vena cava thrombosis caused by a Hickman catheter, and had positive blood cultures for Candida albicans and Staphylococcus epidermidis. Despite adequate antimicrobial therapy, the fever persisted, and the patient was submitted to surgical thrombectomy. One week following the procedure, the fever returned, and thrombosis of the superior vena cava extending to the right atrium was identified by transesophageal echocardiography (TEE). The patient underwent thrombolytic therapy with streptokinase, and no thrombus could be identified in the control TEE. No hemorrhagic or thromboembolic complication occurred. The patient was discharged with oral anticoagulation.